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State of Ohio
Counselor Professional Standards Committee Meeting
July 19, 2009

Members Present were: Dr. Otha Gilyard, Dr. Victoria Kress, Mr. Jan White and Ms.
Francine Packard

Staff Present were: Mr. Simeon Frazier, Mr. Jim Rough, Mr. William Hegarty, Ms.
Tracey Hosom

Guest Present: None
Kress called the meeting to order at 8:18 a.m.

Discussion/Approval of Agenda

Packard moved to accept the agenda. White seconded. During the discussion, Kress
added “a discussion of what requires a training supervisor’s signature.” The motion
passed unanimously.

Election of a CPSP Chair
White moved to elect Kress as the Chair of the CPSC. Packard seconded. There was no
discussion and the motion passed unanimously.

Gilyard entered the meeting at 8:21 a.m.
Kress left for the Executive committee meeting at 8:25 a.m.
The Committee worked on Program approvals until Kress returned at 10:19 a.m.

Packard moved to add “Correspondence” to the 7/19/09 agenda. White seconded. There
was no discussion and the motion passed, unanimously.



Hegarty entered at 10:25 a.m.

Investigations Report

Hegarty passed out a list of cases that Huss and Kress reviewed and recommended for
closure.

Packard moved to close the cases. Gilyard seconded. There was no discussion and the
case passed unanimously.

Hegarty requested that there should be a discussion regarding what requires a
supervisor’s signature. Kress confirmed that it has been added to the agenda
Theresa Carmen

Hegarty discussed Carmen’s request to withdraw her consent agreement.
After reviewing the 88 page submission and discussing it, the committee decided
not to withdraw the consent agreement.

Roberta Hammond

It was determined that Hammond wasn’t appropriately or sufficiently monitored
to prevent the non sexual violation, and the conditions of the consent agreement will
remain as agreed.

Hosom entered at 10:37 a.m.

Cecil Berger
The committee discussed how Berger made a custody recommendation when he

was the primary therapist in a custody evaluation.
Hosom added details identifying the violation as flagrant.
The Consent agreement will remain as agreed.

Hegarty recommended that the committee enter Executive Session. Each committee
member answered roll call with “Yes” as the committee entered executive session at
10:40am, returning from Executive Session at 10:47 a.m.

Patricia Murphy
Gilyard moved to enter into a consent agreement with Murphy. Packard
seconded. There was no discussion as the motion passed unanimously.

Lisa Walter
Gilyard moved to ender into a consent agreement with Walter. Packard
seconded. There was no discussion as the motion passed unanimously.



Jessica Smith Evans
Packard moved that the committee indefinitely suspend Smith Evans’ license
until she gets the board ordered evaluations, when they receive them, the committee

will, then, determine the next course of action. Gilyard seconded. There was no
discussion and the motion passed unanimously.

Goldman Review for Jennifer Finn

White moved to deny Finn’s request. Gilyard seconded. There was no discussion
and the motion passed unanimously.

Debra Fuentes

Packard moved to deny Fuentes’ license. Gilyard seconded. White recused
himself from the vote. There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously.

Correspondence

Cathleen Trissel
She is requesting that she may do CEUs while her license is in escrow. The
committee will refer her to the correspondence submitted by Rough.

Melissa Yuhas

She is requesting to provide training supervision for PCs even though she is an
LISW. White moved to deny her request. Packard seconded. White shared that it was
stated in her written request that the PCC-S list that she received was inaccurate. The
committee stated that it is based on the updates that the licensees provide the board.

Robert Swihert
Gilyard confirmed that the scoring was not deceptive, as Kress shared that

students would be aware of Angoff scoring, since they learned about it during their
graduate program.

White moved to deny the request. Gilyard seconded. There was no discussion, and the
motion passed unanimously.

Antoine Beauchemin

There were two letters sent. The first letter was a request for the committee to
accept his apology. The committee acknowledged the apology.
The second letter requested an extension of his provisional license. The committee
decided to revoke his provisional license. The letter will be sent to Kent State



University, advising that the committee relies on the accuracy of their graduation
notification.

Packard moved to revoke his provisional license due to not having met actually
graduated. Gilyard seconded. There was no discussion and the motion passed
unanimously.

Kress left for the Legislative meeting at 11:00 a.m. White assumed the role as the
committee chair.

Remediation Plans

Alan Banker

He is requesting a change in his plan. He’s requesting a Human growth and
Development class that he already has on his transcript.
Packard moved to deny the request. Gilyard seconded. There was no discussion, and
the motion passed unanimously.

The committee continued to work on Program approvals and CEUs before and after
lunch (11:07-12:00) and for the remainder of the day, ending at 1:00 p.m.

State of Ohio
Counselor Professional Committee Meeting
July 17, 2009

Members Present: Dr. Victoria Kress, Mr. Jan White, Dr. Otha Gilyard, Ms. Francine
Packard

Staff Present: Mr. William Hegarty, Mrs. Rena Elliott, Mr. Simeon Frazier
Guests Present: Jake Protivnak and Bill O’Connell (Ohio Counselor Association)
Dr. Kress called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.

Approval of Agenda

Gilyard moved to approve the agenda. Packard seconded. During the discussion, White
removed “Correspondence” as it was discussed on 7/16/09.




Kress added “OCA;
Packard wanted to discuss “Endorsement Issues” and “Importance and interpretations
of requirements for Supervisor’s Signatures” as it wasn’t discussed on 7/16/09.

The amended agenda passed unanimously.

Approval of Minutes for May

Kress complimented the minutes, and then offered the following corrections:

In the Renewal Report section, the word “Medicare” was replaced with “Medicaid” to
read Kress discussed that the CT can go to a private practice, because Medicaid for CT
work”

In the Remediation Plans section, the word “Course” was added to read “Kress believes
that she wouldn’t be successful without the additional research course.”

In the “Guest Present” section for 5/22/09, Jean Underfer-Babalis was replaced with Sam
Wolfe, as the representative for the Ohio Counselor Association.

In the “Correspondence” section, when discussing “Jessica Hansen,”, “at an OCA
meeting, it was discussed that it was acceptable” was replaced with “it was acceptable
according to our present rules, and OCA has encouraged it being acceptable”, and the
words “counselor internship” to go on to read: “non-counselor independent mental
health professionals to be counselor internship supervisors.”

In the Budget Proposal Discussion, “Bill Nemec” was replaced with “Jake Protivnak” to
read “Greaser mentioned that she knows several people that have been very
complementary of Rena and Simeon, and Sam and she, per Jake Protivnak, will
continue to serve as OCA liaisons.”

Gilyard moved to approve the amended minutes. Packard seconded. There was no
additional discussion, and the motion passed unanimously.

Approval of PC applications
Gilyard moved to approve the list of PC applicants. Packard seconded. There was no
discussion and the motion passed unanimously.

Approval of PCC applicants
Gilyard moved to approve the list of PCC applicants. Packard seconded. There was no
discussion and the motion passed unanimously.




Professional Counselor Application Coordinator’s Report

Elliott reported that, since the last board meeting, Simeon processed 504 Counselor
Trainee /Clinical Resident applications.

131 exam packets were mailed.

In May 09, 44 candidates took the NCE. 39 passed, 5 were unsuccessful.

27 candidates took the NCMHCE. 22 passed, 5 were unsuccessful.

In June ‘09, 51 candidates took the NCE. 48 passed and 3 were unsuccessful.
19 candidates took the NCMHCE. 14 passed 5 were unsuccessful.

Gilyard asked the ratio of first time testers.

Elliott shared that Rough has this information.

Gilyard asked for an institutional breakdown as well.

Elliott shared that Rough, has this information, also, and will share it.

Discussion regarding what requires a Supervisor’s signature

The question was asked should a PCC-S be required to sign off on progress notes per
rule 4757-17-01-C4. The rule appeared to be unclear to the committee.

Kress stated that she interpreted it as all reports including progress notes, but because
there is ambivalence, regarding the definition of “reports.” Additionally, did a
considerable amount of research, including with Ohio Department of Mental Health,
and they (ODMH) do not require supervisors to sign off on progress notes.
Hegarty suggested leaving, to a certain extent, it up to the latitude afforded by the PCC,
taking into the accounts, the PC’s talents, the venue, and other restraints. He went on to
suggest “At a minimum, the PCC-S will sign off on Treatment Plans, Diagnostic
Assessments, Termination Plans, Changes in Diagnosis, and Anything going to other
entities.”

Kress wants to run this by the OCA, as well as with Dr. Susan Huss and White, to vote
before asking Rough for a rule change.

Endorsement Issue

Kress acknowledged that she thinks that it’s admirable to continue to try to be
consistent, but it should be understood that it is almost impossible to find a formula
that allows for complete consistency.

Packard discussed that there are 50 states with 50 different rules with different colleges
and interpretations. It makes it cloudy to see what looks like us (Ohio).



The committee then discussed some of the history of this discussion that included that it
wasn’t always an issue of confirming course content if it had counseling in the title.
They are, now, making it a point to confirm counseling in the title, and course content
as well.

Hegarty asked “What is a counseling degree, and when do we offer a consent
agreement.”

The committee then discussed how Faculty training will indicate what type of training
they can provide, additionally, there are circumstances under which they can still work,
i.e. “no internship and licensed for a year = No.” “Internship + working for 5-10 years
with appropriately documented supervision = Yes;” Keeping in mind that the boards
charge is to protect the public.

Jake Protivnak and Bill O’Connell entered the room at 9:50 a.m.

It was discussed that in many states, PCs don’t diagnose and treat mental and
emotional disorders.

The committee then stated that the standard has been established so very educated,
ethically appropriate licensees would serve and protect the public properly.

Kress stated that she believes that the committee is being responsible.

Packard shared that the committee is attempting to be consistent and uphold the state’s
standards, despite including the many variables that absolutely must be considered.
Kress shared that there is a lot of evidence that the committee’s system is effective,
particularly since there is rarely, if any dissent, and there are not many hearings as a
result. The hearings, lately, that have been scheduled, have later been withdrawn, given
that the applicant/licensee realized that they didn’t meet the requirements.
Additionally, a lot of people are getting licensed.

Hosom entered at 10:11 a.m.

Kress shared with the OCA representatives that 4757-17-01 is being discussed regarding
what requires a PCC-S signature.

Bill O’Connell shared that he was only able to have one supervisee; otherwise, he
wouldn’t have the time or availability to supervise completely, as he signed off, as a
remote supervisor, on progress notes that LISW work supervisors already reviewed and
signed off on.

The committee shared with him what documents are being discussed as requiring
signatures (Treatment Plans, Diagnostic Assessments, Termination Plans, Change in



Diagnosis, and Anything going to other entities). O’Connell asked for an example of
documents going to other entities, and the lone response was “Court.”

Board Retreat

Among other things, the committee highlighted topics that were discussed at the
retreat meeting, including aspects of CEUs; methods of making the process more
efficient and effective; wanting to open up the statute; and discussing a wish list of what
would be added/changed; potentially making a change or removing the civil service
exemption, the discipline process: imposing sanctions, etc.; and an action plan.

OCA

O’Connell and Protivnak shared that they appreciate being able to come to the meeting
and interact.

Kress shared that she’s glad that they came and it's important to maintain
communication.

Rough entered at 10:38 a.m.

Executive Director’s Report

Rough reported that the OCA was working with NASW and others to give right to
execute a “Mental Health Hold” to independently licensed mental health professionals.
There may be administrative, economical, and ethical concerns, as taking clients into
custody changes the relationship, and causes operation under another statute, but it
would be good for counselors to know how to do so appropriately.

He reminded the committee of the ethics training mandate. September training is
scheduled for Thursday the 17* from 2-4 p.m.

The, somewhat, mandatory online renewals have been successful, and approximately
98% of the licensees are renewing online.

He read testimonials from users, noting that almost all are positive, including one that
stated that the licensee made it a practice not to put his credit card information online,
so this process was assisting him with his trust issue.

Regarding fines, none of the other committees are ready or willing to go forward. It is
being discussed for putting it in the rule to allow for fines for things like boundary
violations, audit violations, and late fees. He discussed with the OCA representatives
regarding the potential to be removed from insurance panels due to public discipline,
ultimately hindering licensee’s ability to work.

With respect to the Laws and Rules exam, he discussed making it required for new
applicants received after 1/1/2010.



He met with JCARR, Ohio’s rules agency, and there are a couple of changes
recommended to our filed rules. Rules 4757-15-01 & 02 changed to read “Personal
Competency” within their scope of practice to ensure that the licensees operate, only in
areas for which they are trained.

The temporary PC license, “TEMP”, will be changed to a provisional PC license,
“PROV”, in the licensure system to reflect statute language.

Per 4757-7-01 if a license has lapsed, not renewed on time, the licensing system status
will change from “Active in Renewal” to “Failed to Renew” after the date (for up to 2
years).

He discussed that there are changes to the Ethics Rules, 4757-5-02, and the records rule,
4757-5-09, discussing how to dispose or what to do with records for agencies that close.

Kress reminded the OCA that Shawn O’Brien, psychometrician from the NBCC (our
counselor examination provider) is coming, and she shared the history of the licensure

examination changes in 2006.

The meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m.

Dr. Victoria Kress, Chairperson



